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Confluence (July 2007 - Oct 2008) is funded by Ordnance Survey UK (the UK 
Mapping Agency) and aims to develop a tool to support domain experts 
without knowledge engineering skills to construct a conceptual ontology. 
We are following a methodology for ontology construction developed at 
Ordnance Survey which includes the following phases:
  (a) defining ontology purpose and scope;
  (b) conceptual text analysis to identify main concepts and relations;
  (c) managing glossaries of concepts and relations;
  (d) ontology formulation in a natural language (then converted to OWL);
  (e) ontology verification and visualisation.

The talk will present our current work on (b) and (d). Ilaria will present 
a review of tools for conceptual knowledge extraction, as well as 
controlled language tools for ontology definition. Ronald will give a demo 
of the Confluence tool which is developed as a plug-in for Protege and 
uses Gate (http://gate.ac.uk/) for parsing and conceptual text analysis.
