Notes for the reading group on Tues 25th Apr – by Lydia Lau
Main paper: John M. Carroll and Umer Farooq , Community-based learning: Design patterns and frameworks, in 9th European Conference on Computer-Supported Cooperative Work, Sept 2005.

2 interesting aspects – (i) the context ‘collaborative learning’ and (ii) a new way to present ‘solution’ for a recurring problem by using ‘ patterns’

(I) On Patterns

John M Carroll comes from the HCI community, notably for his scenario-based approach…Familiar with scenario-driven approaches? While scenarios are more like ‘story-telling’ (which can be real or fictional), patterns should be based on practical experience and the collective wisdom.

Patterns: Originated from Christopher Alexander – an architect. The idea then extended to software patterns (http://hillside.net/patterns/) and then to organisational patterns. 
Other useful resources: 

Patterns for communities – paper by Scheler (2002) http://www.scn.org/sphere/patterns/pdc-02.html and the associated project web site to collect patterns http://www.cpsr.org/prevsite/program/sphere/patterns/index.php.html 

Organizational Patterns of Agile Software Development (Paperback) by James O. Coplien, Neil B. Harrison. Sample chapter from http://vig.prenhall.com/samplechapter/0131467409.pdf which discussed the organisational design patterns for project management.
Some concrete examples of patterns: 
Organisational and process patterns -   http://users.rcn.com/jcoplien/Patterns/Process/index.html
Patterns of Interaction - http://www.comp.lancs.ac.uk/computing/research/cseg/projects/pointer/patterns.html#
Unanswered questions:

· credibility of patterns? 

· any experience in re-use in practice?

(II) On Collaborative Learning

This paper is about a very specific type of collaborative learning (i.e. how ‘volunteers’ working in a non-profit organsiation learn web skills to maintain control of the use of IT/ development of Web sites for their communities).

Are there other collaborative learning work in a more traditional ‘teacher-students’ context?
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